FRIENDS OF WHITE’S WOODS: INFORMATION

» Why are there piles of dead & dying shrubs in the woods?
Volunteers are removing invasive Japanese barberry from the forest.
» Why are the volunteers pulling the barberry out of the ground?

Because it multiplies exponentially year-to-year. The patches expand at a
tremendous rate, alter soil chemistry, crowd out native plants, and provide
a welcoming habitat for ticks. Removing the barberry from the forest
encourages re-growth of native plants and trees.

» Why are some of the piles of barberry in tarps?

Plants that have berried are on tarps. The berries have a 90% germination
rate. Putting them on tarps keeps the berries from regenerating.

» Why are volunteers leaving the barberry that does not have berries in brush
piles in the woods?

Transporting the barberry out of the woods increases the chance of
spreading it. The plant will decompose. It can’t be shredded because each
little piece of root will become a new barberry bush. (It is a rhizome.) It
would also take a lot of extra volunteers to lift the piles and move them!

» Why not just drive trucks into the woods to pick up the brush piles?
Vehicular traffic is a key spreader of invasive plants.
» lIs Japanese barberry the only invasive plant in the Nature Center?

No. Unfortunately, a number of other invasive plants and one invasive tree
have been spotted in the WWNC. At present, we are working to contain the
barberry and the Tree of Heaven.

» How much volunteer help is needed?

Volunteer help is essential and much more help is needed. Northeastern U.S.

forests are facing an onslaught of invasive plants, in part due to the impact
of climate change. We will need to be on our toes...permanently.

TO VOLUNTEER TO HELP: Email info@friendsofwhiteswoods.org or scan
the QR code to send an email and sign up!

PARTNERING WITH WHITE TOWNSHIP: The Township is

providing gloves, reusable bags, tools & attacking the

Tree of Heaven.
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