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Death toll of Iraqis declines
By KIM GAMEL
Associated Press Writer

Job listings
There are 46 help wanted
advertisements listed in the
Gazette’s Classified section
today./Page B-4—B-6

$1.00

BAGHDAD — The number of
Iraqis killed last month fell to
718, an Associated Press tally
showed, the lowest monthly
death toll since just before the
2006 bombing of a Shiite shrine
provoked a vicious cycle of retaliatory sectarian violence.
The figures come as the military says violence has fallen to
levels not seen in nearly two
years, while acknowledging that
Iraqis are still dying in unacceptable numbers.
An expert on the effect of con-

flicts on civilians agreed, saying
that while the downward trend
was positive, it needed to be kept
in perspective.
“We’ve gone from horrific levels of murder to very bad, which
is an improvement but not a reason to celebrate,” said Richard
Garfield, a professor at New
York’s Columbia University and a
manager of health and nutrition
for the World Health Organization.
“At these so-called low levels,
there’s a massive number of excess deaths still likely to occur.”
It was the third consecutive
monthly decline in the death toll

of Iraqi civilians and security
forces since August, when a massive suicide bombing targeting
minority Yazidis in northern Iraq
helped push the figure to at least
1,956.
Some 500 are thought to have
perished in the bombing of the
Yazidis.
At least 1,023 Iraqis were killed
in September, 911 in October
and 718 in November, the lowest
since January 2006, when 615
Iraqis were killed, according to
figures compiled by the AP from
hospital, police and military officials, as well as accounts from reContinued on Page A-5

There has been a reduction of civilian and U.S. troop deaths in
Iraq for third straight month. Figures are through Nov. 30.
2,500 CIVILIANS

150 U.S. SOLDIERS

2,000

120

1,500

90

37

718

1,000

60

500
0

30
0

J FMAMJ J ASOND J FMAMJ J ASON
2006
2007

J FMAMJ J ASOND J FMAMJ J ASON
2007
2006

AP

SOURCES: Defense Department; AP research

Who’s in the news
There is good
news today in
The Indiana
Gazette
about these
area people:
Justin Reed,
Beverly
Wissinger, Jamie
Sgro, Maria Dietz, Sharon
Kuzma.

Friends
of Woods
develop
strategy

Weather
Today will bring
freezing rain and
snow with a
high of 42.
Tonight will
be rainy with
a low
around
30./Page 2

Citizens group hires
lawyer, seeks talks

Inside
SI OR NO: Tensions were
running high in Venezuela,
where voters will decide
today whether to expand
President Hugo Chavez’s
powers./Page B-1

By MARGARET HARPER
Gazette Staff Writer

BOWLED OVER: The
underdog Pitt Panthers
doused West Virginia’s hopes
of playing for a national
championship as they beat
the Mountaineers 13-9
Saturday night./Page D-1

Deaths
Obituaries on Page 4
GABELLI, Helen, 89,
Brooksville, Fla., formerly
of Black Lick
KELLAR, Lynn, 54, of Clymer
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Loyal reader
“A GREAT
SOURCE for
local and
regional
events and
local news.
I read it
every day
— seven days a week.”

Submitted photo

INDIANA YOUNGSTERS, left to right, John Darr, Rod Ruddock and Ken Brown posed with Hall of Fame pitcher Cy Young in
this photo taken at Indiana State Teachers College on July 1, 1953. Standing in the back row is former major league outfielder
Bob Coulson; Earl Fuller, secretary and director of the Western Pennsylvania Old Time Ball Players Association, which was
holding its reunion in Indiana; Young; and former major league pitcher Mal Eason.

Long-forgotten photo captures
Cy Young’s 1953 visit to Indiana
By BOB FULTON
Gazette Staff Writer

What Rod Ruddock, Ken Brown and
John Darr wouldn’t give to take a spin in
H.G. Wells’ time machine.
When Gazette photographer Frank
Sipos snapped the accompanying shot
on July 1, 1953, the identity of the gentleman standing third from the left in
the back row never registered with the
three youngsters posed before him.
Only now do they realize the rare opportunity they were afforded: a moment with Cy Young, the winningest
pitcher in major league history.
“I had no idea — and I’m sure Ken

Brown and John Darr would say the
same thing — we had no idea who was
framed with us in that picture,” said
Ruddock, recently elected to his second
term as an Indiana County Commissioner. “I’m sure someone said something to me to the effect of, do you know
who this is? But I would not have rallied
to the occasion, I’m sure.”
Young and two other former major
leaguers in the photo — Pennsylvania
natives Mal Eason and Bob Coulson —
were in Indiana to attend the annual reunion of the Western Pennsylvania Old
Time Ball Players Association, held in
conjunction with Indiana County’s
sesquicentennial celebration. Eason

pitched for four big league teams between 1900 and 1906, tossed a no-hitter
for the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1906 and
later umpired in the National League
for seven seasons. Coulson played for
three teams as an outfielder and
wrapped up his career in 1914 with
Pittsburgh’s club in the Federal League,
briefly a third major league.
But the real notable was Denton True
Young, then 86. Nicknamed “Cyclone”
due to the force of his fastball, he won a
record 511 games in 22 big league seasons, threw three no-hitters (the last a
perfect game), posted two victories for
the Boston Red Sox in the inaugural
Continued on Page A-5
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Wintry mix in forecast
The Indiana Gazette
You’d rather see Chicago and Cincinnati collide on a football field.
Instead, contrasting weather fronts
dueled for position Saturday evening
over western Pennsylvania and had
forecasters predicting mixes of precipitation, none short of nasty.
“We have a low pressure system located west of Chicago and a warm front
coming from the Ohio Valley,” said meteorologist Terry Parrish of the National
Weather Service. “The (low) system is
moving eastward and the warm system
is moving north and overrunning it,
causing some rain.”
Parrish said snow, sleet and freezing
rain began falling about 8:25 p.m. at the

Fresh Cut Christmas Trees
Now Available. Musser
Garden Center. (724) 465-5684

weather service offices near Pittsburgh
International Airport. The first flakes
appeared about 9:05 p.m. in Indiana.
The weather service had posted a
winter-weather advisory for 1 to 10
a.m. today.
Indiana County was expected to get
about an inch of snow and up to onequarter inch of ice from sleet and freezing rain by daybreak. Sunrise temperatures were expected in the mid-20s.
For the rest of the morning, freezing
rain and snow, possibly mixed with
light sleet, were predicted to accumulate another inch.
With temperatures to rise to the low
40s this afternoon, the precipitation
was expected to change to only rain
and continue until about midnight.

Hi Speed Internet...
Call (724) 465-8100
www.indianalocal.net

BYRON S. HOULGRAVE/Waukesha Freeman

SATURDAY’S STORM in the Midwest
made for rough going on I-94 in
Wisconsin. Story on Page B-1.

Pet Portraits, Romani’s Pet
World, December 1st- 2nd
(724) 349-5533

A group of citizens concerned about a
forestry management plan for White’s Woods
Nature Center is planning legal strategies and
attempting to negotiate with township officials to stop implementation before it’s too
late.
Friends of White’s Woods
have consulted an attorney
and believe the plan —
adopted in June — is illegal
and based on “misinformation and misunderstanding,” said Mike Kesner, a
member of the group.
But White Township officials believe the plan is legal
and they have the authority
to decide how to manage
MIKE
the land, said Robert OverKESNER
dorff, chairman of the board
of supervisors.
The plan, drafted by local
forester Dave Babyak, calls
for the removal of about 21
percent — or 550,000 board
feet — of trees from the area.
Babyak and township officials say the stewardship
plan is meant to foster
growth and manage the
health of the trees. But
members of FOWW say they
RICK
think the plan will harm the
WATLING
nature area. They want the
township to reconsider,
study the issue and adopt a new plan that
pleases both sides.
“We urge them to reopen the issue,” Kesner
said.
Even though township officials think it’s
legal, the plan has been sent for review to the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Overdorff said. DNCR comments
would be “something we would look at before
we take any actions.”
“We’re just sitting tight until we get an opinion from the DCNR,” Overdorff said.
Members of FOWW have opposed the plan
since the beginning, speaking out at meetings
and a public hearing in June. They have collected petitions, organized hikes, posted fliers
and put up a fight against adoption of the
plan to no avail, they said.
Now, if attempts to communicate with
township officials and supervisors aren’t met
with a response, the group is ready to take it
to the next level, especially if trees begin to be
marked for a cut, Kesner said.
They have three goals: to conserve the forest, study management plans from a conservationist’s perspective and to reconsider the
matter.
Members want to have the issue back on
the agenda at public meetings “to lay out the
issues and broker some type of agreement,”
said Rick Watling, a Pittsburgh attorney representing FOWW. FOWW wants Watling to
address the board in an attempt to have
peaceful negotiations to avoid litigation.
In an Aug. 30 letter addressed to Larry Garner, township manager, and Michael Delaney, township solicitor, Watling outlines
three possible “mutually favorable outContinued on Page A-5
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Tax deadline
Green Township Tax Collector
Patty Ferringer Houck has
reminded residents that Thursday is the last day to pay school
real estate and per capita taxes at
the face amount. A 10 percent
penalty will be added to taxes not
paid by that date.
Regular office hours are 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday. For more information, call
(724) 254-4191.

Continued from Page A-1
comes,” which are:
 White Township would continue to own the property. Ownership would be subject to a conservation agreement including a
requirement that a conservationist approve the management.
 Continued ownership by
White Township subject to a conservation easement or long-term
lease through a regional conservancy that would manage the
property.
 The transfer of the property
to a conservancy with FOWW
and the conservancy assuming
any fees or penalties arising from
the transfer.
The letter was released Friday
at a press conference by FOWW.
The group released the letter in
an attempt to persuade township
officials to openly discuss the
matter, something they say isn’t
happening yet.
Watling said the Aug. 30 letter
got no response from the township.
Normally, the township does
respond to letters, Overdorff
said. But township officials believed all of the information in
the letter had already been discussed during public comment
portions of township meetings
and the June public hearing,
when FOWW members have
been given time to speak.
“That was our feeling on it,” he
said.
The letter addresses the legal
aspects that FOWW believes the
township is violating with the
plan. Members say the plan is illegal and attack that accusation
from two arguments — Project
70 and the Second Class Township Code.
“The process leading up to the
vote was illegal, the vote was illegal, and in fact, any use of White’s
Woods for commercial purposes
(beyond the implementation of
pre-existing mineral rights and
utility agreements) is clearly illegal,” the group writes in docu-

ments.
Project 70 gave funding to municipalities “to provide land for
recreation, conservation and historical purposes,” according to
the Project 70 Land Acquisition
and Borrowing Act. With land
purchased by Project 70 funds —
like White’s Woods was — there
are restrictions on use of the
land, including use as a revenueproducing forest.
Township officials have argued
at past meetings that the main
purpose of the plan isn’t to turn
the land into a tree farm, but
rather to manage the area, which
is allowed.
The Second Class Township
Code outlines how a township
can govern its forests. While it
says a township forest can be
timbered without permission of
the electorate, the land must
have been acquired without restrictions, such as Project 70, and
the township must notify the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources of its intended
use.
Where the township made a
mistake, Watling said, is by assuming that White’s Woods is a
forest. FOWW members say it’s a
park under current law, because
Project 70 restricts the use to
recreation, conservation and historical purposes.
“This is a park, to be operated
as a park,” Watling said. “A forest
can be used as a park, but a park
can’t be called a forest whenever
you want to cut trees down.”
“White’s Woods is not a commercial forest,” Kesner said. “It’s
a park. They developed a plan for
a forest.”Overdorff said Delaney
looked into the legal issues of
management even before the
township spent money to develop the plan. Supervisors and
Babyak have stressed that the
purpose of the plan isn’t to profit,
but rather to manage. The profit
from the plan — an estimated
$166,000 if the timber were sold
today — would be put right back
into White’s Woods for mainte-

nance and other improvements.
“Our solicitor seems to believe
that it is legal to manage,” Overdorff said of White’s Woods.
FOWW members believe time
is of the essence and want to
start communicating with township officials as soon as possible,
and they’re afraid that time is
drawing closer to the implementation of the plan.
Nothing definitive has been
announced regarding when that
plan will be put into action, said
Susan Dahlheimer, a member. If
that happens before negotiations, FOWW members are prepared to file for a court injunction, even though they said it’s
not how they want to handle the
situation. They don’t want to
waste taxpayers’ money on a
“useless and expensive” legal
battle, Kesner said.
“Court is an absolute last resort,” Kesner said.
They are only considering
court because they said other attempts to negotiate have failed
or been met with no response. All
they want to do, members said, is
talk with township officials and
work things out.
“It would be a nice to start the
dialogue,” said Neil Asting, a
member.
Overdorff just wants FOWW
members to be patient and see
what happens when the DCNR
sends back comments on the
plan from their perspective. As
far as he is concerned, the plan is
at a standstill until the township
hears a response from DCNR.
“I think at this time, it’s a matter of patience,” Overdorff said.
“The main point I’d like to make
at this time is patience.”
Overdorff stressed that there is
no date set for implementation.
When the township receives a
reply from DNCR, the issue will
probably be brought up again at
a township meeting, he said.
Supervisors will have to vote
on when to go ahead, and the
work would probably have to be
put out to bid, he said.

Photo recalls Cy Young visit
Continued from Page A-1
World Series against the Pirates
in 1903 and was voted into the
baseball Hall of Fame as a member of the second induction class
in 1937. Young’s dominance was
such that the award presented
annually to the premier pitcher
in each league bears his name.
The three Little Leaguers,
members of the McNaughton
Movers team, might have suffered from an acute bout of nervousness in the company of such
a legendary baseball player, had
they only been aware of his identity.
“If you had any idea in whose
presence you were standing, you
would have needed a diaper,”
cracked Darr, a finance executive
who resides in Rehoboth Beach,
Del. “Unfortunately, I don’t even
remember that photo being
taken. And there we stood in
front of these illustrious people.”
Ruddock and Brown were then
10 years old; Darr was 8. At those
tender ages, the greater thrill was
just appearing in a newspaper
photo.
“All I remember is we were
asked to go over and have our
picture taken with a bunch of
old-time ballplayers,” said
Brown, a retired schoolteacher
who still lives in Indiana. “It didn’t really mean much to me at the
time. Now I’m sure it would be
much more significant if I was
able to go back and say I had my
picture taken with Cy Young.”
The reunion festivities included a pair of games at Memorial
Field on the Indiana State Teachers College campus. A Little
League contest pitting McNaughton Movers against Betty
Miller Motel preceded a show-

down between an old-timers
team from Indiana County and a
nine from outside the county.
Young, who offered remarks to
the crowd between games, spent
most of the afternoon signing
autographs in the shade of a tree.
Any details of the McNaughton-Betty Miller contest
faded long ago from the memories of the youngsters pictured in
the photo. A Gazette recap of the
day’s events noted only that the
teams met in an abbreviated
game. No score was provided.
“I remember we played on the
old baseball field at IUP, which
was, I believe, just east of the
football field when it was up next
to Grant Street, where the tridorms were,” said Ruddock, who
later pitched for IUP — well
enough, in fact, to earn NAIA AllAmerica honors. “I remember we
played just a couple of innings. I
don’t have a recollection of much
else. That’s all past me at this
point.
“I do know my father and my
grandfather were there. I remember it was a very special event to
them, and they were excited that
I had my picture taken. But I
don’t know that they ever explained to me who the person
was that was behind me in that
photo.”
So how did a luminary of
Young’s caliber wind up in Indiana? Darr suspects his uncle,
Heath Clark — then president of
the R&P Coal Co. — had a hand
in the matter. Clark was Eason’s
nephew.
“I think my uncle must have
been part of the reason those
people were there,” Darr said. “I
remember him telling me, ‘You
seem to be an enthusiastic base-

ball player. This gentleman’s
coming to town and I want you
to meet him. He’s really important — he used to pitch in the big
leagues.’ But that was about Mal
Eason. That wasn’t even about
the more famous of the pitchers
in the photograph.”
More than 54 years after it was
snapped, the photo in question
is making an encore appearance
in the Gazette. Ruddock was
rummaging through his parents’
attic recently when he discovered the glossy print, and his jaw
dropped as he read the IDs jotted
on the back. Cy Young had come
to Indiana?
“I happened to be up at the
courthouse one day and Rod
said, ‘I’ve got something to show
you,’” said Brown, a former
childhood neighbor of the Ruddock family on Locust Street. “I
vaguely remembered something
about that photo being taken.
But at the time it really didn’t register as being any real significant
event. I certainly didn’t know the
guys that were in the picture.
They were just old men to us.”
To their everlasting regret,
Ruddock, Brown and Darr failed
to appreciate what surely was a
momentous occasion in their
young lives. Which is why, 54
years later, they’d welcome a ride
in H.G. Wells’ time machine and
a second chance to stand beside
a bona fide baseball immortal.
“Honestly, of all the things in
my life I wish I could recall, that’s
probably one event that would
be high on my list,” Ruddock
said. “That was obviously a special day in Indiana County history. It would be special if I could
recall any moment of that day. I
just don’t.”

Continued from Page A-1
porters and photographers. Insurgent deaths were not included. Other counts differ and
some have given higher civilian
death tolls.
The number of U.S. troop
deaths also declined for the
sixth consecutive month, with
at least 37 recorded in November, according to an AP tally
based on military figures. That
was the lowest number since
March 2006, when 31 American
service members died.
The U.S. military has said the
decline in the number of deadly attacks is largely due to a
troop buildup this summer of
some 30,000 additional troops
that enabled them to get closer
to the population, as well as a
sharp turn of public opinion
against al-Qaida in Iraq and
other extremist groups.
But American commanders
and other officials have gone to
great lengths to warn that militants on both sides of the
Sunni-Shiite divide still pose a
major threat, and violence continues.
“We’re always encouraged by
any downward trend in violence, but we can’t get complacent,” said Navy Lt. Patrick
Evans, a military spokesman.
“There have been improvements in security, however,
militants, insurgents, extremists and criminals out there will
continue to keep looking for
opportunities, so we have to remain vigilant and on alert,” he
added. “There’s still a lot of
work that needs to be done.”
The numbers were high even
before the Feb. 22, 2006, bombing in the city of Samarra north
of Baghdad, which devastated
the golden dome of a revered
Shiite shrine. But the attack
caused longstanding tensions
to boil over and assassinations,
bombings and execution-style
killings were rampant.
November of that year was
one of the deadliest of the war,
with at least 2,250 Iraqis killed,
dwarfing recent figures.
Garfield, the Columbia University expert, expressed concern that the recent reports of
the decline in violence could
tempt people to ignore the fact
that the numbers are still high

amid rising public criticism of
the war.
“I think there is a great potential to close the door on Iraq,
bring the troops home, wash
our hands of it,” he said in a
telephone interview from
Geneva. “But the improving
trend suggests that the right
kind of presence of the international force can make a
tremendous difference in how
the Iraqis are doing and they
will need that presence for a
long time.”
He also estimated the count
was only one-third of the actual
total, underlining the difficulties in keeping track of the
number of Iraqi civilians who
have been killed since the U.S.led invasion in March 2003.
Wide-ranging estimates cannot
be confirmed due to the tenuous security situation.
Iraq Body Count, an independent organization that
tracks media reports as well as
official figures, estimates that
77,573 to 84,502 civilians have
been killed.
In a bid to better detect
trends in the violence, the U.S.
military is planning to increasingly use Iraqi data while warning that both sets of information are flawed.
“We recognize that when we
only use coalition reports we
underreport,” said Col. Bill
Rapp, a senior aide to the top
U.S. commander in Iraq, Gen.
David Petraeus.
Rapp, speaking to reporters at
a recent briefing on measuring
trends, said the increasing use
of Iraqi data became a priority
as Petraeus shifted the U.S.
command’s focus to protecting
the Iraqi people. It also will help
the military fill in the gaps as it
draws down forces and transfers more security responsibilities to the Iraqi government in
coming months.
U.S. officials acknowledge
that Iraqi government data is
often incomplete and imprecise as well as tainted by potential sectarian bias.
But the military is working
with the Iraqis to develop an
automated database of their
own that would help eliminate
duplicate reports, among other
attributes.

Robbery suspects arrested
CLEVELAND (AP) — A couple
wanted in the disappearance of
$7 million in cash and checks
from an armored car company
was arrested Saturday in West
Virginia, the FBI said.
Roger Lee Dillon, 22, and his
girlfriend, Nicole N. Boyd, 24,
were arrested early Saturday
morning outside Beckley, FBI
Special Agent Scott Wilson said.
Agents recovered “a large sum
of money” at the time of the arrests, Wilson said. The FBI
planned to hold a news conference on Monday, Wilson said.
The disappearance of the
money was discovered Monday
at an armored car garage of AT
Systems International, where

Dillon was an employee. Two
drivers discovered the safes had
been cleaned out and called
police.
Officials said the alarm system was deactivated, safes were
opened and money to be delivered to banks was gone. Then
the alarm system was reactivated.
Dillon was charged with bank
larceny, and Boyd was charged
with aiding and abetting, the
FBI said.
Dillon didn’t show up for
work Tuesday. A pickup truck
belonging to him was found in
a parking lot in Salem, Ohio,
after a resident recognized it
from news reports, police said.
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It didn’t take long for state
Sen. Joe Scarnati to let everyone know he was a conservative.
Sitting in one of the most
powerful seats in the Pennsylvania Legislature, president
pro tempore of the Senate,
Scarnati didn’t pull any
punches in telling the overflow crowd in attendance at
the Indiana County Chamber
of Commerce annual meeting Friday that putting the
brakes on spending was at
the top of his agenda.
The Brockway native
stressed that the Republican
faction in the state Senate has
taken an aggressive stance in
beating down new tax proposals coming out of the office of Gov. Ed Rendell.
It was evident that
Indiana
County’s
representative in the
state Senate, Don
White, and
Scarnati,
have
formed a
strong
bond.
In introducing the
Carl Kologie is a legislator
retired
from neighmanaging
boring Jefeditor at the
ferson
Gazette. His
County,
column
White outappears every
lined the
Tuesday and
parallel caSunday.Write
reers they
him at
have travkologie@indi
eled. And
anagazette.net now with
two terms
under their respective belts,
they have become major
players among the lawmakers
in the commonwealth.
White lauded Scarnati, stating he made it all worthwhile
to become involved in politics and added that because
of senator from the 25th District, he would seek another
term.
When taking over the reins
as president pro tempore,
Scarnati appointed White as
chairman of the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee, a position from which he
is now waging a battle against
a merger of two of the largest
health care insurers in the
state, Highmark and Independence Blue Cross.
In his fight against the
merger, White has stressed
that a jointure of the two
would monopolize 62 percent
of the health care insurance
market that could crush what
little competition remains.
He contends it would create
a near-monopoly environment that could lead to increased costs and decreased
quality.
Scarnati commended White
for his fight against the merger, stating, “We need competition. Can you imagine what
it would be like if we only had
one gas station in town?”
White took time Thursday
to show off the Indiana community and the campus of
the Indiana University of
Pennsylvania to his colleague,
and Scarnati said he was impressed.
He said the teamwork in all
areas of community government was evident as compared with the eight counties
in his jurisdiction, where the
infighting has not produced
the results that are evident in
this area.
One thing is for certain:
White and Scarnati have certainly made some inroads in
state government and they
are a powerful faction in the
making. They both assured
Friday’s gathering that although the state Senate is geographically divided 31-19 —
with the majority of the state
Senators coming from east of
the Susquehanna — they
would continue their fight for
the constituency in the West
and, as Scarnati stated, “Lead
the way in legislative reform.”

Friends of White’s Woods Iraqi death toll
developing legal strategy dips in November
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Scarnati,
White
a good
team
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Canticle
of
Christmas
By Tom Fettke & Camp Kirkland
featuring
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