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Volunteers continue work in White’s Woods

e Oct 24, 2025 Updated 8 mins ago

Five groups of about 10 volunteers each worked to remove the barberry from the top to the
bottom of this slope. Volunteers included students from IUP Sustainability Studies, Cook Honors
College, the Outdoor Club, SEEDS, Phi Sigma Kappa, and Phi Delta Theta. The local community
group Plant Patrol contributed volunteers, as well.

Photo by Lynda Santos



Friends of White’s Woods (FWW), along with volunteers from Indiana University of Pennsylvania
(IUP) and local community organizations, are finishing their third year of work to control the
invasive Japanese barberry in the White’s Woods Nature Center.

This project, which began in 2023, is now also moving into a second phase that involves
protecting and planting tree seedlings in areas from which the invasive plants have been
removed.

On Sept. 20-21, 80 volunteers teamed up to remove invasive Japanese Barberry plants from the
Nature Center.

Fifty-two volunteers met at the College Lodge parking lot Sept. 20 to help clear the slope near to
the experimental deer-exclosure fencing that was erected last year.

Five groups of about 10 volunteers each worked to remove the barberry from the top to the
bottom of this slope. Volunteers included students from IUP Sustainability Studies, Cook Honors
College, the Outdoor Club, SEEDS, Phi Sigma Kappa, and Phi Delta Theta. The local community
group Plant Patrol contributed volunteers, as well.

On Sept. 21, 18 volunteers from the IUP Student Government Association met at the WWNC
12th Street Entrance to remove barberry from an area near the Fulton Trail.

Because the Japanese barberry plants are full of berries in the Fall, the plants that were
removed were stacked on tarps to dry and to help confine the berries to one location. Japanese
barberry berries have a 90% germination rate and the seed bank can survive in the ground for
up to nine years.

A total of 106 volunteers, working a collective 212 hours, helped protect White’s Woods from
invasive plants this September alone. So far this year, volunteers have contributed over 700
hours of their time.

Many of the most biodiverse parts of the Nature Center, including the 43-acre Natural Heritage
Area are free, for now, of invasive barberry. Annual regrowth is expected in the already cleared
areas, however, and volunteers are committed to regularly removing any new, small barberry
plants before large patches of barberry can be re-established.

White Township provided tools, gloves, tarps, and reusable bags for the events, with additional
tools provided by both Plant Patrol and FWW.

FWW coordinated the event, identified team leaders, distributed and recollected the equipment
used, and served homemade cookies to volunteers as they returned to their vehicles. Betsy
Sarneso, IUP director of sorority and fraternity life; Kevin Berezansky, IUP Cook Honors College



associate director; and Donovan Daniel, IUP director of student leadership helped to coordinate

IUP student volunteers.

In October, volunteer teams began putting up tree tubes to protect existing seedlings in the
Nature Center and planted native tree seedlings that FWW grew from acorns gathered last
spring, as well. The newly planted seedlings are also protected by the White Township-provided

tree tubes.

One hundred seedlings, including red oak, chestnut oak, white oak, sassafras, red maple, and

gray birch seedlings are now protected by the tubes.



