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White's Woods should be left to nature 
Imagine a walk through 

White's Woods with your family 

— parents, children, perhaps 

grandparents, even the family 

dog—on a brisk, sunny winter 

day. The silence of the winter is 

interrupted only by your voices 

and the occasional snap of a 

twig underfoot. The pristine, 

freshly fallen snow is disturbed 

only by the footprints of ani 

mals in their natural habitat 

and your own tracks along the 

trail. 

Now, fast forward to spring, 

and imagine another walk 

through White's Woods. This 

time, the sprouting leaves on 

trees offer the promise of sum 

mer and the sounds of birds fill 

the air. The occasional ripple of 

a stream signals the melting of 
the winter snow. 

NEXT, MOVE ahead to sum 
mer and imagine escaping the 

heat of the pavement to cool off 

under the natural air condition 

ing of the forest canopy. The 

gentle breeze carries the subtle 

scent of blooming wildflowers, 

and the sounds of the forest 

echo through an area largely 

untouched by human technolo 

gy for more than 50 years. 

And finally, fast-forward 
again, this time to autumn, for a 

hike through the woods to see 

the splendor of the fall foliage 

and hear the leaves rustle at 

your feet 

Throughout these excursions, 

your family experiences the 

changing of the seasons and the 

beauty of nature. Your children 

receive a biology lesson unpar 

alleled in any book. You escape 

the noise, the pollution and the 
stress of our high-tech society 

—within a few minutes of your 

front door! 

Now, imagine an alternative 

scene, one likely to result if the 

proposed selective timbering of 

White's Woods is implemented 

by the White Township supervi 

sors. Hear the buzz of the chain-

saws, the crash of falling trees • 

and the rumble of the truck en 

gines. Smell the exhaust fumes 
of the timbering equipment. 

Look at the sky through the 

holes in the forest canopy, once 

filled with leaves. 

Struggle to ford through the 
tangled, thorny briars of multi-

flora rose and the densely over 

grown Japanese knotweed that 

have taken over the forest floor, 
and wade through the muddy 

tracks of bulldozers and skid-

ders as you skirt the sections of 

forest cordoned off for timber 

ing-
Imagine teaching your chil 

dren the biology lessons 

learned when man uses a recre 

ational forest for profit and per 

manently changes the ecosys 

tem. And if you want to show 

them a true natural forest, head 

for Quehanna Wild Area or 

Cook Forest, because you won't 

find it within walking distance 

of Indiana anymore. 

THE DECISION to timber 
White's Woods rests on two is 

sues. First is selective timber 

ing going to improve the health 

of the forest or will it result in 

the changes described above? 

The supervisors and their con 

sultant would answer those 

questions, respectively, "yes" (it 

will improve the health) and 

"no" (it will not cause an unde 
sirable outcome). However, by 

their own admission, the results 

of selective timbering are large 

ly unpredictable, and their tim 

bering plan does not. begin to 

address these questions. 

Second, is timbering of. 

White's Woods what the people 

of White Township and Indiana 
want? A survey of township resi 

dents, conducted by the super 

visors in 1995 :at considerable 

expense to township taxpayers, 

revealed a resounding, "NO," 

with a two-to-one margin op 

posed to timbering. Even 
stronger opposition is evi 

denced in the online survey re 

cently conducted by The Indi 
ana Gazette. Sixty-nine percent 

oppose timbering, 8 percent 

believe that the issue needs 

more study and only 22 percent 

believe timbering is a good idea 

for the Nature Center. Is there 

some other evidence to show 

that timbering is the wish of the 

community? 

The proponents of this ill-
conceived plan have failed to 

demonstrate to their employ 

ers, the taxpayers, that selective 
timbering is in the best interest 

of the Nature Center and will 

not, in fact, result in an ecologi 
cal disaster. Unless and until 

they do so, White's Woods Na 
ture Center, "a gift from the peo 

ple of White Township to the 

community," should be left to 
nature. ■'■-.•■' 

Susan S. Dahlhelnrar 

Indiana 



Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON'^ A' law#a?ker. 
who also is a child psychologist 

wants Congress to better define 
iyhen a university can release 

■ students' meptal health informa 
tion to their parents. 

Last week's massacre at Vir 

ginia Tech shows the need for 

such legislation, said Rep. Tim 

vfrgmdTTech student Seung-^ 
Hui Cho, 23, went on a shooting 

spree in a dormitory and class 

room building on campus, 

killing 32 people and himself. 

It is unclear what, if any, con 

tact the university had with Cho's 
parents — even after a professor 

removed him from class for vio 

lent writing and disruptive be-

Murphy said he would intro 

duce a bi|l that would allow a 

university to notify a student's 

■i parents without fear of violating 

privacy laws.if that student is 

' deemed to be at risk of commit-

. ting.suicide, homicide or physi 

cal assault. : 

The Federal Educational Rights 

and Privacy Act of 1974 allows 

access to records in case of an 

emergency or to protect the 

health of a student. 

Parents also can be notified if 

the student consents. 

But the law is written too 

vaguely. Murphy said in a letter 
to Hotise colleague^, ' k 

"There are many examples 

Where information was not re 
leased to parents or guardians 

regarding a student's mental 

ysicai inenapy 

Aquatic Therapy . Industrial Rehabilitation 

We have been providing care in your neighborhood for over 20 years, 

and we offer the highest quality phytieal therapy services nvalbible. 

When your doctor prescribes physical therapy, call one of onr 

convenient locations to help you on your way to a healthy recover)'. 

Abbey View 
5840 RL 931, Suite 103 

Latobe, PA 15650 

724-5394657 

< 1-800-548-6677 r 

Unity Plaza North Huntingdon Indiana 
318 Unity Plaza 8791 Barnes Lake Rd. 1176 Mansfield Ave. 

Latrobe, PA 15850 North Huntingdon, PA 15642 Indiana, PA 15701 | 

724437-2340 724-8644750 72*3574991 
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OXYGEN 

PATIENTS 

Diamond 

Medical 

Supply 

Offers: 

1. Respiratory Therapists 

on staff and on call 24 

hours per day 

2. Consistent patient 

t495 Country C 

Think Surnrr 

Bright Idea #1 

With over 500 courses 

many of your required c 

17.9 credits) and speed 

Bright Idea #2 

Earn credit, practice you 

and tours, and experiem 

Spain, Mexico, England, a 

Summer Study Abroad c 


