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White's Woods Nature Center (WWNC) is arguably the most frequently visit

ed forested area in all of Indiana County. Purchased with state funds allocat
ed for recreation, conservation and historical purposes, this land was intend
ed for use as a nature preserve/center and not as a working forest.

In 1995 the White Township supervisors proposed a timber sale which called

for the removal for 7600 trees. However in response to a township-funded
and conducted survey, which showed that 62% of Ihose polled were against
timbering and 31% favored it - exactly a 2-1 mandale against timbering -

the supervisors voted unanimously against the limbering proposal. The
White Township supervisors should continue to abide by the wishes of the

residents of the township and members of Indiana Borough directly affected
by White's Woods.

Twelve years later, in April of 2007, selective timbering was again recom

mended by the White Township supervisors, this time proposing to remove

21% of the total timber volume over a ten year period. The ensuing debate

prompted the Indiana Gazette to run a follow-up survey regarding the tim
bering of the nature center, which showed that 69% of respondents opposed
timbering. Hundreds of people have signed a petition against the timbering

proposal. The people of White Township and Indiana Borough clearly do not

want a commercial timber harvest taking place in their nature center!

The Friends of White's Woods requests your support to block proposed tim

bering and persuade the supervisors to adopt a conservation management

plan for the Nature Center. Consider the following:

• White's Woods Nature Center is a phenomenal biological and recreational
resource for the people of Indiana County in its current state..

• While's Woods Nature Center is intended to be a natural area used for

recreation, conservation, and historical purposes and NOT a commercial

timber plot.

• Selective timbering of WWNC will disrupt the recreational uses of the cen

ter by destroying the forest canopy, existing trails, and the ecological balance.

• Selective timbering will change for generations the mature forest feel that

is so unique to While's Woods.

• Selective timbering will disrupt the quality of life of Indiana Borough res

idents and White Township residents living near the Nature Center. Accord

ing to conservation foresters, it will likely INCREASE deer overpopulation,

risk of forest fire, and run-off flooding.

• Part of White's Woods, a "gift from the people of White Township to the

community," is located within the borough, so borough residents should al

so have a voice in its management.

• WWNC DOES need a management plan, a plan that meshes with the goals

and needs ad nature center. We endorse the Minneapolis Natural Area Man
agement Plan, which supports removal of diseased or hazardous trees only.

http://www.minneapol isparks,org/defau]t.asp?Pagt;l D=144.

What can YOU do to SAVE WHITE'S WOODS Nature Center?

• Hike for White's Woods: Saturday, June 9,1:30 p.m., 12th Street Entrance.

Come out and visit WWNC and show your support for this unique gem of na

ture right in our own backyards!

• Attend the public comment session regarding WWNC: Monday, June 11,
8:00 PM. S&T Arena (ice rink on East Pike). Come to listen, learn, and share
your ideas regarding the future of Indiana's most frequently used forest.

Wear DARK GREEN to show your support of WWNC.

• Call your township supervisors (724-463-8585) and other elected officials,

and tell them that the plan for timbering White's Woods is not consistent

with the stated purposes of the Nature Center or the wishes of their i

stituents.

• Invite your friends and acquaintances to come to the hike and the public

comment session.

• Go to www.friendspfwhiteswood5.org to learn more.

• Join the Friends of White's Woods in our effort to persuade the elected

officials, who we employ, to follow the wishes of their constituents.

; • E-mail your objections to timbering to info@friendsofwhiteswoods.org, so

that your opinions can be delivered to the supervisors Monday evening.

Don't miss this opportunity to secure the future of one of Indiana County's

natural treasures for your children and their children. We need your help!

' YOU can make a difference that will last a lifetime - a forest's lifetime!

Friends of White's Woods

, www.frii-ndsofwhiteswoods.org




