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Annual Meeting - April 12 

The Annual Meeting of Friends of White's Woods will be on Wednesday, April 12 at 7.00 p.m. at the 

Unitarian Universalist Church on Twolick Drive, off East Pike. Items on the agenda include a discussion of 

possible projects and current issues. Please come and bring a friend! 

What Are You Doing to Save Water? 

Believe it or not, our water resources are not unlimited! Since Penn-

sylvanians have access to abundant water much of the time, we usually 

don't think about how much water we use. 

But that attitude simply doesn't wash. In 1900, each of the 6 mil 

lion people living in Pennsylvania used about 5 gallons of water per 

day. Since then, our population has doubled to almost 12 million people, 

and our water consumption has increased to an average of SO gallons 

per person per day! 

Because water is a resource that must be shared, conservation is 

essential. Although our water resources are affected every day by pre 

cipitation, population growth, economic growth, economic develop 

ment and pollution, there are things we all can do to conserve water. 

Here are some tips: 

• Awareness is the first step in conservation. Be aware of how much 

water you use. 

• Install fixtures and appliances that use less water. 

• Repair all drips and leaks. A leaking toilet, for instance, can waste 

up to 200 gallons per day! 

• Do not let the faucet flow while brushing your teeth or shaving. 

Use a glass of water for rinsing teeth. 

• Take showers instead of tub baths. 

• Refrigerate a bottle of drinking water instead of letting a faucet 

flow until the water is cold enough to drink. 

• Operate the washing machine and dishwasher only when they are 

fully loaded. Always use the proper water level or load size selec 

tion on the washing machine. 

Renew Your 

Membership Now! 

Annual dues are payable at this 

time. Dues are $10 for a family 

membership and $5 for an indi 

vidual membership. Your member 

ship allows us to continue with 

White's Woods improvement 

projects and to monitor the actions 

of local government. A member 

ship application card is included in 

this newsletter. Please mail to 

FOWW secretary Bonnie Nesbitt. 

Tent Caterpillars 

What can I do about the big webs 

with caterpillars in the forks of my 

crabapple trees? 

The Eastern Tent Caterpillar is 

active in May eating the leaves of 

apples, peach, wild cherry, lilac, 

and many others. You can remove 

the nest with a very strong stream 

of water, or by hand rolling it in 

newspaper on a stick. Don't burn 

it in the tree! Or, you can spray 

with any common insecticide. Do 

it at night, you'll hit more of them. 



Tree Superlatives 

What tree is the tallest? The oldest? The fastest growing? Trees are the longest lived and largest 

organisms on the planet (but see the discussion below). This is a compilation of trees that are at the extremes 

in various characteristics. This is an ongoing project that will be updated and enlarged as time permits. 

Initial emphasis is on North American trees. 

The Problem with Superlatives 

Trees are commonly referred to as the largest and longest lived organisms on the planet. It this really 

true? Well, it depends on our definition of organisms. There are some other contenders for the crown of 

oldest and largest, including several fungi and shrubs. 

Consider the fungus Armillaria ostoyae. In forest of Washington state, the underground mycelium of a 

single genotype of this fungus covers 2.5 square miles. A single clone of aspen, Populus tremuloides, 

consisting of hundreds of genetically identical stems, covers 106 acres and the above-ground parts weight 

over 6,000 tons. This clone is estimated to be over 8,000 years old. A clone of creosotebush, Larea 

divaricata, is probably thousands of years older than any tree. These organisms are not single, integrated 

individuals. Rather, they are organisms that reproduce asexually, producing clones. Should we consider a 

clone a single organism? If we do, then there are certain bacteria that should be considered the largest and 

oldest organisms, because some bacterial species only reproduce asexually by cloning. It seems to make 

more sense to consider the level of integration of an organisms - does the organism appear to be a single 

individual in which physiologic functions are integrated? By this criterion, we would not consider clonally 

reproducing organisms to be individuals, and trees remain the largest, tallest, and oldest organisms in Earth. 

Measurement of the size and age of extremely large trees is difficult. Diameter is not constant (trees are 

never cylindrical) and many large trees have huge butt swell. Where do we measure its diameter? The 

standard in the forestry profession is to measure diameter at breast height, 4.5 feet above the ground. This 

is referred to as dbh. For very large trees, this exaggerates the diameter because of the butt swell that 

invariably accompanies great size. For large trees, the "fair" way to measure diameter is to measure above 

any butt swell or buttress. 

Tree height is even more difficult to measure, especially when one can't see both the top and the bottom. 

At best, height measurement of very tall trees is inaccurate, at worst, it is guesswork. The only accurate way 

to measure a very tall tree is to climb it and drop a tape measure from the top, or to climb it with a good GPS 

unit and correct the data. This is somewhat difficult, though it has been done in a few cases. 

Tree height measurements, perhaps because they are difficult to verify, are subject to wild speculation. 

Many of the published maxima for tree heights are speculative, based on untrained observation or on at 

tempts to reconstruct heights of a fallen tree. Even trained mensurationists are unable to accurately measure 

very large trees. 

Age is most difficult to measure. Trees are usually aged by counting annual rings. Very old trees fre 

quently have internal decay that destroys annual rings, or do not have a living cambium all the way around 

the tree. Weather in some years can cause extra rings to form, or may prevent ring formation altogether. 

The Tallest Tree 

• Tallest Species - redwood, Sequoia sempervirens. A huge tree, commonly reaching 12 feet dbh by 275 

feet tall. 

• Tallest individual - The Mendocino Tree, Montgomery Woods State Reserve, near Ukiah, California; 

measured in March 1999 at 365.7 feet. The tree was measured by Professor Steven Sillett of Humboldt 

State University, who climbed the tree to the top and dropped the weighted end of a tape measure. This 

is the officially recognized tallest tree in the world (Guinness Book of Records, 1999). 

Other tall tree species -

• Tallest pine (world) - sugar pine, Pirns labertiana 










